


BTECPUBLICSERVICES

Students from Pent Valley Technology College were given the opportunity to attend 
Folkestone Fire station ,as part of their BTec Public Services course.  Over a period of 
six weeks, topics covered included the role of the fire service, use of fire equipment, 
the mechanics of fire engines, fire safety and road safety.

As part of a team, the students experienced practical exercises like hose drills, the 
use of extinguishers, and they also learnt the procedure needed when entering a 
building to find and rescue casualties. 

On the last day of the course, students arrived on fire engines, and were required to 
participate in a simulated rescue.  Each one was entrusted with an important job, 
such as working on the hydrant, operating the pump, using the hose, and rescuing 
casualties.  At the end of rescue, the students formed an orderly line in front of the fire 
engine, where they were presented with a certificate by the Fire Officer.

On Wednesday 23rd March, the students were officially presented with their BTec 
certificates at a ceremony held at the Civic Centre.  Many of these students expressed 
a desire to join the Fire Service as a career.
Written by Jon Mallet 11Sharman.

STAFFWELLBEING
Staff Well Being was enhanced at Pent Valley Technology College when support staff 
were offered a morning course in Postural Care.  The course, developed by members 
of the Kent Multi-agency Physical Disability Steering Committee, was delivered by 
Maggie Gurr, a paediatric physiotherapist and Samar Abokhalaf a paediatric
occupational therapist.

Delivered as an interactive training session, the course was designed to raise 
awareness of the importance of good posture for the whole school quoting that “The 
constant promotion of good posture enables everyone to participate in all activities, 
thus enabling them to fulfil their potential.”  

Staff increased their knowledge and understanding of postural care for pupils with 
physical disabilities.  They also gained experience and insight into how it feels to use a 
variety of postural care equipment, including specialised chairs and frames.  

A student’s posture can affect their learning, as when a student has to concentrate on 
their own body position, their learning can be impaired. With this type of training
course, all support staff now have the knowledge and confidence needed to support 
any student across the school.
This whole area has now been further enhanced by the start of a new scheme, where 
all staff at Pent Valley Technology College receive free membership of the Pent Valley 
Leisure Centre.

DAMIANCOLLINS

There have been some positive signs for jobs and growth in our community since the 
Government announced its budget a couple of months ago.
Schools and colleges including Pent Valley are working hard to help train and deliver 
the skills we need to match future demand, especially in the fast-growing creative 
sectors of the economy.

If you are about to leave school and looking to learn a trade, you can now apply for 
one of the extra 50,000 apprenticeships being created over the next five years, 
bringing a total of 250,000 new places since the general election.
Those who have been unemployed for six months or more and wanting to start up 
their own businesses will also get help with mentoring and support thanks to the 
Enterprise Allowance scheme.

Tourism is also part of this mix, with more jobs attached to this industry in Shepway 
than in any other part of Kent. The Folkestone Triennial, which starts next month, will 
see a new wave of visitors to the town and help spread the word about what we have 
to offer.
Some 100,000 people came to the inaugural Triennial in 2008 and if we surpass that 
then it will be good news all round. 
This is in addition to those coming to watch the Olympics via the Channel Tunnel and 
the Port of Dover and who want to stay in and explore the area.
Part of this success depends on investing in new infrastructure, including in 
high-speed Internet to go with our fast rail link to London, as part of a UK-wide 
strategy to have the best broadband network in Europe by 2015.
I am also continuing to campaign for a new power station at Dungeness, which can 
provide a legacy of future employment for the next generation and beyond.

I would like to wish you all a happy Easter.

Damian Collins

ICTLEADERS

Head Teacher Mr Citro, today presented a group of Year 11 students from Pent 
Valley Technology College with their Level 2 Junior ICT Leaders Awards. 

The group completed four ICT GCSEs units of work and a unit of Creative I-Media to 
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put their academic ICT skills into real-life settings. 

In this pilot scheme organised by Marc Smith, Programme Founder and Modera-
tor, the students had to work with other curriculum subjects, lending ICT support 
within the learning and teaching environment.  Included in the course was the 
creation of lesson starters using interactive voting devices as used in the 
programme “Who wants to be a Millionaire”. 

They provided training to staff and pupils in the use of a variety of software, and built 
up a working knowledge of the ICT equipment. With a focus on the younger 
students, the group helped run an extra-curricular ICT club focusing on the 
animation skills required in the advertising world.

With careful organisation and planning, and in keeping with Pent Valley’s commu-
nity cohesion ethos, the group hosted two visitor sessions for a group of home 
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Marc Smith said “The work was of exceptional quality with all leaders demonstrat-
ing an outstanding ability to lead others and present their evidence in a clear and 
concise manner. The Leaders portfolios will be used as exemplar work for others 
to aspire to.”

Head Teacher Mario Citro said “I am immensely proud of the achievements of 
these young people. Not only have they been very successful in gaining these 
outstanding qualifications but they have also been able to put their skills to good use 
in helping other adults and students.”

COMICRELIEFVIDEO

On March 18th, for  this year ‘s Comic Relief, students at Pent Valley Technology 
College crammed into the hall to watch a hilarious video of their Head Teacher, 
Mario Citro and his staff, showing off their moves to ‘Is this the way to Amarillo?

During the previous week, staff were persuaded by Mr Ian Norman, extended 
Schools Co-ordinator, who himself became Frank Sinatra’s alter ego, during a 
karaoke performance, to ‘strut their stuff’ in front of a green screen.  Sixth form film 
production student, Elliott Langston, and the Pent Valley student press team 
members, Sophie Porter and Bel Bojku were responsible for the filming.  Once all 
the footage was completed, Elliott skilfully edited the film to show staff marching 
through the school corridors as the song played.
 
Mr Citro’s scene was filmed just after the Year 12 journalists had finished their 
performance.  The Pent Valley Press pack stayed behind to catch his reaction: “I 
loved it.” He told them. “This is why I became a Head Teacher. The production team 
is very professional.” 

The video viewing was just one of the many exciting, fun Comic Relief events at 
Pent Valley Technology College, and with everyone’s support the school raised a 
whopping £1,978.00.

Here is a QR link to the video.

HOLIFESTIVALOFCOLOUR

The annual Holi festival at Pent Valley Technology College was celebrated on Monday 
21st March in a riot of colour. During a formal evening, students hosted and performed 
a diverse cabaret of song and dance to His Excellency Dr Suresh Chandra Chalise 
Ambassador of Nepal.  Other dignitaries included Mayor of Folkestone Tom McNeice, 
Susan Carey Chairman of Shepway Council, Councillor Dhan Bahadur Gurung, and 
Gurkha campaigner, Peter Carroll.

Holi, the festival of colour is a fun filled spring religious festival celebrated by Hindus. In 
Nepal among friends and families, Holi is celebrated by people throwing colours or 
coloured powder and coloured water at each other. It is believed that the combination 
of different colours played at Holi takes all the sorrow away and makes life itself more 
colourful.

In twelve diverse performances, the hundred guests were entertained with traditional 
dances from Nepal, Bollywood, England and mixed Czech, showcasing a great 
example of a truly multicultural school.  Students also performed a variety of songs.  
The evening saw the amalgamation of three generations from families uniting with 
friends and school Governors, helping to support and raise money in aid of the new 
proposed Gurkha Memorial in Folkestone. His Excellency Dr Suresh Chandra Chalise 
said “Tonight proves that Britain is a multicultural society and it is fantastic to see 
people from different ethnicity coming together to support a novel cause”

Prior to the performances the changing room was packed with students preparing for 
their performances. One year 12 pupil, Priyanka Kunuwar said “I’m very excited and I 
feel very privileged to have this opportunity to perform in front of his Excellency but at 
the same time I’m also nervous because I don’t want to mess up my dance routines”

Mayor of Folkestone Tom McNeice said at the end of the evening “The event was 
brilliant I am very impressed by all the talent showcased tonight and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed this event.”
Mario Citro, Head Teacher of Pent Valley described this annual event which has been 
running for five years as a special celebration.   He said “Tonight was even more 
special as we had three different generations coming together, and as usual the 
performances were fantastic.” 

A total amount of £509.52 was raised with an extra £400.00 cheque presented to 
Councillor Dhan Bahadur Gurung by Kas, ‘Sweetheart to the Forces’ prior to the 
entertainment.

Food was catered and served by The Oriental Buffet, Folkestone.

Written by Sarala Thapa 12 Dyson
Photographs  by Sophie Porter Year 12 Dyson

CREATIVEAWARDSEVENING
Five Year 13 students from Pent Valley Technology College were nominated with 
awards for ‘Special Recognition’ in the Post 16 Creative & Performing Arts’ 
category  when University Centre Folkestone hosted an awards evening to 
celebrate local pupil success in the creative and performing arts.  

The Creative Awards for Schools was set up by UCF as an annual scheme to 
recognise and reward local pupils who demonstrate talent and commitment to the 
creative and performing arts. Awards were given in the areas of Dance, Vocal 
Studies, Technical Theatre, Visual Arts and Creative Writing. 

All the winners were presented with a certificate and £50 Waterstone voucher. 
Categories and winners were:
Visual Arts – Jess Peirson
Dance – Hayley Pittock
Acting – Angelina Siracusa
Vocal Studies – James Parkinson
Technical Theatre – Jack Henshaw

Ellen Bates, Culture and Post 16 Leader at Pent Valley, said: “It was a wonderful 
event that made our students feel very special. Our students were proud to accept 
their awards and were appreciative of being nominated by PVTC staff for their 
abilities and commitment in the various subjects. This was a good boost of 
confidence as they approach their final few months of their Post 16 courses. It also 
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ceremony was also used to advertise the Degree courses offered at UCF, opening 
links to schools, students and parents.”

Jack Henshaw who won an award for Technical Theatre said, “I was delighted 
when I heard I had been nominated for the award, the prize was something I could 
use towards my books at university in September. The awards evening was well 
organised with refreshments and a good welcome. Recognition for achievement is 
important and this was advertised well by the university who I now know supports 
all the work performing arts faculties do in the area.”

Chris Price, Campus Director, presented the awards. He said: “We were keen to 
recognise the achievements of Folkestone’s young talent in those disciplines which 
are at the heart of UCF’s work, and we wanted to open our doors to those 
youngsters, their families and their teachers for a celebratory evening. We are 
delighted to see how much creative ability there is in our area. Local students are 
crucial to the success of UCF, and we’re hoping that they will make full use of UCF 
and its facilities and tutors to realise their ambitions and potential.”


